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May 2026 Newsletter  
 
 

Key Tips for Drivers to Share the Road 

• Look Twice: Motorcyclists are smaller and easily 
hidden in blind spots or behind other vehicles. 

• Check Intersections: Always check mirrors and 
blind spots carefully before turning or switching 
lanes, as motorcycles are often misjudged in speed 
and distance. 

• Keep Distance: Allow more following distance—
about 3 to 4 seconds—because motorcycles may 
slow down without activating brake lights. 

• Respect Lane Usage: Give motorcyclists the full 
lane width; never try to share a lane with them. 

• Signal Intentions: Use turn signals well in advance 
to allow motorcyclists time to react. 

 

 

 

 

Join us! Peace River Chapter Meetings are at 11 am on the  

4
th
 Sunday of every month (No Meeting in December)  

at the American Legion, Post 110, 3152 Harbor Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952 
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• ABATE was the driving force behind the changes in Florida’s Helmet Law. Florida 

Motorcyclists, over the age of 21 and who carry at least $10,0000 medical insurance coverage now 

enjoy the Freedom to Choose whether to wear a helmet or not. 
 

• ABATE has developed & copyrighted “The Motorcycle Safet & Awareness Program” (MSAP). 

The program is presented to non-motorcyclists to educate them on how to safely share the road with 

motorcycles. It is taught in local schools & to civil organizations at no charge in the hope of reducing 

motorcycle accidents and deaths through education, not legislation. 
 

• ABATE has gained a positive and respected position in Tallahassee. Because of our Lobbyist and 

Legislative efforts, State Representatives are aware of ABATE members and our vigilant quest. 
 

• ABATE reminds travelers every day to “Look Twice Safe a Life, Motorcycles are everywhere” 

through our safety campaign. 
 

 

 

ABATE is a non-profit organization of motorcycle enthusiasts from all walks of life. We lobby and 

educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and positive image. 

We endeavor to enlist the cooperation and participation of all organizations and individuals that share a 

similar interest in preserving our American tradition of Freedom. We promote motorcycle safety, 

training and political awareness. We ARE NOT A CLUB OR GANG. We fund our work through toy 

runs, poker runs, campouts and other motorcycle activities. We are your neighbors and friends who 

work, pay taxes and get involved with our community. We serve and support our country and believe in 

freedom. We use all legal means to protect our rights without infringing on the rights of others.  
 

ABATE of Florida Objectives 

 

• Keep all bikers informed on legislative actions and events that affect their safety and rights. 
 

• Be a powerful political force in legislation that affects Motorcycle safety and rights. 
 

• Provide a lobbyist that will represent ABATE’s interests at State and National levels. 
 

• Promote voter registration and to motivate members to speak up for their rights. 
 

• Promote safety without infringing on individual rights and freedoms. 
 

• Educate the public and Motorcycle Awareness and Safety Issues. 
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   ABATE of Florida, Inc./Peace River Chapter 

EXECUTIVE BOARD & TRUSTEES 

PO Box 380415, Murdock, FL 33938 

http://peaceriver.abateflorida.com  

 

President: Dan “No Gas” Wright 

peaceriverabate.prez@gmail.com / 941-286-2201 

 

Vice President: John Hagopian 

ttherage@yahoo.com / 941-875-1894 

 

Secretary: Robb Rabell 

thesawguide@yahoo.com / 239-458-3136 

 

Treasurer: William Bird 

flsunbum@juno.com / 941-249-1276 

 

Sergeant-At-Arms: Ed McDonald 

Mcelma333@aol.com / 954-324-6037 

 

Membership Trustee: Dan “No Gas” Wright 

peaceriverabate.prez@gmail.com / 941-286-2201 

 

Public Relations: William Bird 

flsunbum@juno.com / 941-249-1276 

 

Legislative Representative William Bird 

flsunbum@juno.com / 941-249-1276 

 

Safety Director: Robb Rabell 

thesawguide@yahoo.com / 239-458-3136 

 

Newsletter: Dan “No Gas” Wright 

peaceriverabate.prez@gmail.com / 941-286-2201 

 

Webmaster: Dan “No Gas” Wright 

peaceriverabate.prez@gmail.com / 941-286-2201 

 

Products: William Bird 

flsunbum@juno.com / 941-249-1276 

 

Chapter Rep: Dan “No Gas” Wright 

Chapter Rep: William Bird 

 

HELP SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MOTORCYCLE 

RIGHTS ORGANIZATION (MRO) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. 

STATE EXECUTIVE BOARD & TRUSTEES 

PO Box 614  

Cantonment, FL 32533-0614 

Fax: 850-361-1118 

https://abatefloridainc.com  

 

State Office 

flabatestateoffice@gmail.com / 386-943-9610 

 

President: Will “Griz” Deaver 

flabatestatepresident@gmail.com / 352-516-2982 

 

Vice President: Steve Kliemisch 

flabatestatevp@gmail.com / 772-539-2814 

 

Secretary: Lynn Corr 

flabatestatesecretary@gmail.com / 239-450-9939 

 

Treasurer: Brandy Stevenson 

flabatestatetreasurer@gmail.com / 850-485-3853 

 

Sgt-At-Arms: Tate Hehl 

flabatestatesgtatarms@gmail.com / 352-409-2055 

 

PR/Communications: Rick Loy 

flabatestatepr@gmail.com / 239 207-9397 

 

Membership: Tara Ricci 

flabatestatemembership@gmail.com / 239-398-0133 

 

Masterlink Editor:  Open 

flabatemasterlink@gmail.com / 239-398-0133 

 

Legislative Trustee: Darrin (Scribe) Brooks 

flabatestatelegislative@gmail.com / 239-398-1745 

 

Products Trustee: Shayne Hanley 

flabatestateproducts@gmail.com / 239-560-2565 

 

Safety Program (MSAP) Director: Lana Lang 

flabatesafetylana@gmail.com / 407-312-9232 

 

Safety Administrator: Lana Lang 

flabatesafetylana@gmail.com / 407-312-9232 

 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. Legislative Hotline 

1-866-FLABATE (1-866-352-2283) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://abatefloridainc.com/
mailto:flabatestatevp@gmail.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

                                                           

 

 

Hello Peace River ABATE Brothers and Sisters,  

Among other things, May is designated as Motorcycle Safety Month, and that’s the message we 

want to get out.  Most organizations focus on educating the riders on safe riding techniques and 

wearing the proper safety gear. Which is a good thing! But, as members of ABATE of Florida 

Inc., our focus is on educating drivers about how to safely share the roads with motorcycle 

riders.   

 

On the cover of this newsletter, I listed five key ways to do that. 

 

Help get the word out!  

Enjoy your ride, but stay alert and aware of what’s happening around you. 

 
Okay, that's all 

Peace out 

- No Gas 
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PEACE RIVER CHAPTER ABATE MEETING 

Sunday, April 26, 2026 at American Legion, Post 110, Port Charlotte 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Call to Order: 11:00 a.m. 

Benediction: RJ 

Pres. Report: Dan:  The President welcomed everyone, thanked everyone for coming. He also offered thanks to all the 

came and helped at our booth at the Thunder by the Bay Event in Sarasota, FL. He went on to say that our April State 

Meeting will involve the “Run to the Sun Poker Run” up to Ft. McCoy, FL. on Saturday April 11. All chapters will start a 

poker run in their home location and have two stops along the way. 

V.Pres Report:  John:  Excused Absent 

Secretary Report: Robb:  No Corrections or Omissions noted. A motion to accept the minutes was made by Randy, 

seconded by Glen, and passed. 

Safety: Robb: Hoping to get two more MSAP Classes held at Charlotte High sometime between August and October. Mike 

Keiffer was Side-Swiped earlier this month on US 27.  He suffered some serious issues from the crash, and still has doctors’ 

appointments pending. 

Sgt-at-Arms: Ed:  Excused Absent 

Legislative: Bill: Bill mentioned that the session has ended. There will be upcoming special session since there’s still no 

budget passed. There was not much action on our ABATE Bills. 

Membership: Dan:  Read out the Annual and Life Anniversaries, and stated that we have 220 members total. 

Chapter Rep: Dan & Bill:   Both Bill & Dan will be attending the April State meeting. 

Products: Bill. Nothing to report. 

Newsletter: Heidi cannot continue to be our newsletter person. Dan said he will take it back. 

P.R: Bill & Dan: Nothing to report. 

Old Business: At our last meeting, Dan asked for new Ideas for fund raising that might appeal to younger people. We re-

addressed that, and no ideas came out of it. 

Dan has redesigned our Chapter Business Cards to remove the $20.00 Membership price, and increased the font size of 

our website address to make it more noticeable.  He ordered 500 cards to start us off with. 

New Business:  None. 

Good of the Order:  None. 

Meeting ended at: 11:30p 
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May 2026
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

Motorcycle Awareness Month 
 1 

 

2 
JDC’s 14th Annual 

Charity Bike Run 

Details Pg. 11 

3  4 5 

 

6 

Dinner Ride 

Details Pg. 8 
 

 

7 8 9 
Skills on Wheels 

Motorcycle Rodeo 

Details Pg. 12 

10 

 

11 

 

12 13 

Dinner Ride 

Details Pg. 8 

 

14 15 16 
 

17 

 

 

18 19 

 

 20 

Dinner Ride 

Details Pg. 8 
 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

 Chpt. Mtg. 24 

11 am–See Pg. 1 

31 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

Dinner Ride 

Details Pg. 8 

 

28 29 30 

 

June 2026 

 1 

 

2 

 

3 

Dinner Ride 

Details Pg. 8 

4 

 

5 6 

7 8 
 

 

9 10 

Dinner Ride 

Details Pg. 8 

11 

 

12 
State Meeting 

5316 US-19, New Port 

Richey, FL See Pg. 10 

13 

 

14 
Flag Day & Army 

Birthday 

15 
 

 

16 17 

Dinner Ride 

Details Pg. 8 

18 

 

19 
Juneteenth National 

Independence Day 

 

20 

21 
Father's Day & 

Summer Solstice 

 

22 
 

 

 

23 

 

24 

Dinner Ride 

Details Pg. 8 

25 

 

 26 

 

27 

 

28 
 

29 

 

30     
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Name:    ______________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

               ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone:   ___________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

 

 

 Your Annual Advertisement will appear on our Peace River ABATE Web Site,  

in our Newsletter, which is published twelve times a year,  

and our Peace River ABATE Facebook Page. 

 

CHECK THE OPTION YOU WANT 

 

Business Card Ad:         $60.00                ___________________________ 

Half Page Ad:                $110.00               ___________________________ 

Full Page Ad:                 $200.00               ___________________________ 

Rates are in effect for a 12-month period. 

All Half & Full Page Ads include a write-up profile of your business and events. 

 

 

 

 All JPG Graphic files MUST be High Resolution. Please E-Mail your file to: 
 

peaceriverabate.newsletter@gmail.com 
 

Please mail this completed form with your payment to: 
 

ABATE Peace River Chapter 

PO Box 380415 

Murdock, FL 33938-0415 
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ACE Pest Management is your local SWFL Hometown Exterminators. Based in Port 

Charlotte, FL, ACE is owned by Randy Wells, a USMC Veteran and avid Motorcycle 

Rider. 
 

ACE specializes in Residential and Commercial Pest, Termite, Rodent, and guaranteed 

Fire Ant Control. The staff at ACE brings a combined 165 years of experience and we are 

the only pest control company in SW Florida with a Bed Bug detector dog. 
 

When Pests are your Guests, ACE Pest Management never rests. Call or e-mail today for 

same or next day inspection services. Bring your Veteran or First Responder credentials 

and ask about a discount. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


